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Monitoring the Press: 
An Idea that Works _ 


WHO WE ARE 

Whamo, the World-Herald 
Attitude Monitoring Operation, 
is a citizens' organization 
that keeps an éye on our 
‘favorite local daily. We 
evaluate good coverage, not- 
so-good coverage, omissions, 
_ and distortions. 
‘. Whamo has been around for 


four years. We have published 
a monthly newsletter pretty 
faithfully for two years. 


Whamo gives some power back to 
' the’ people. Pulse letters, 
for instance, that the W-H 
won't publish are some of -our 
favorite newletter items. 

/  Whamo members asked for-- 
and got--an extra page = of 


world news added to the 
paper's format. In our 
newsletter, Senator Chambers, 
raised the issue of possible 


police misconduct in the death. 
of Richard Kellon, before the 
issue was well known. We 
print stories about Labor 
issues, corporations such as 
ConAgra, and issues neglected 
by the mainstream media. We 
honor no sacred cows! 


"If I can't dance, 


I.don't want to be part 


of your revolution." 


OUR GOAL 


We want Omaha's one and 


only daily to be the best 
possible. We think this can 
happen only with input from 


citizens. We believe that in 
a democracy the media must be 
every bit as accountable as 
public servants who are 
elected. 


THEIR RESPONSE 

Officially the World- 
Herald has pretended we don't 
exist. In fact, the editor- 
in-chief has says he doesn't 
like our sneering tone and 
even considers our approach 
unethical. Since the World- 
Herald has never printed 
anything on us, it is no 


‘Surprise that: many people in 


Omaha have never heard of us. 
Unofficially, however, it's a 
different story. Many of the 
paper's reporters are Whamo 
members. We get some of our 
best insights,.from them. We 
often talk with their staff 
and try to do problem solving. 
Often we get quiet resolution 
of problems and everybody 
learns something. 
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'-Emma Goldman 
_ Come to the Counter 
Press Club Ball, Emma, and | 


- dance your heart out. 
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Florence Hall 


YOU CAN HELP 

We want everyone who 
readS the néwsletter _ to 
receive it. To get it 


delivered, you have to 
out the coupon on page 2. 

Besides more readers, . we 
need people who Tike to 


- monitor issues, people who can 


draw or take pictures, people 


‘who know word processing, and 


people who with 
mailings. 

We would like to be the 
next best thing to a second 


newspaper. 


can help 


We depend on member support.: 
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"Pushing. Family Planning « on Latins | A ‘Supérficial Answer 


“told, is not the growing gap minor, regul 
between the few wealthy and control when they don't 
‘the poor majorities; nor is Jt observe more basic laws.. on 
‘the inability -of many fo marriage? % = The poor will 
‘participate. .in-- @. fair hardly sped money on condoms 
political...process; .: nor ~ is when they “ean'tt afford. food. 
capital flight: ~{now equal ‘to or housing: — Shall owe. en- 
bts -foreign-debt). ar any other courage U. Ss. agencies there to 
social dtructure-the culprit... sterilize them without their 
Quoting the New York knowledge er consent? .. : 


the ‘author is an associate stofessor 

at theology at Creighton Universitiy. He ; 

aches courses in Christian and social 

- gthics, and he visited Central Agerica in 

mo and 1985, 

by Gene: Donahue, §. e 

In Luke 7:42 Jesus ““warns - 

of the danger of hypocrisy if 

_ someone criticizes © ‘another 


without first attending to ‘Times, the World-Herald Dr. Waiter Anderson wrote 
one's own lack of vision. The informs Us that. "the an in-depth series on the 
World-Herald editiorial of f fundamental gauge" of Central ecology of Central America for 
Sept. 15, "Pope's Touch § “ameriéa's’ lurmot! {x "rapidly the Pacific News Service > 
Superficial on Issue of 4yrewing populatiori.* Ws oP. tHave several years ago. He gave 
Immigration," unfortunately “heard many Central Americahs many reasons why family 
geems to fall into this ‘(in the U.S. and in Centra] planning: projects there have 
biblical trap. In ten short America) describe | their made little headway. one is 
paragraphs, it not only —xae : meee, =6pexrsonal experiences of that many -people there. .want 
implied) the Pope's. Sunday — Bera en persecution, torture, rapé, more children. Conservatives 
homily: in. San .. Antonio shared responsibility “for the ‘and murder of loved ones, but want large “families, ‘and. the 


increased tensions on our welfare of all, espectally of 1 nave never -, heard them..com- left views -family. . planning 
border. with Mexico, -but it the needy. andthe - per- plain of being overcrowded | at efforts as coercive | measures 


also touched such other issues secuted." In this context, home. imposed on the poor by ruling. 
as immigration. froom Mexico, the Pope’ praised the "great Population Sapoutti in classes in order to prevent 
Central America, and the rest courage and generosity’ : of Central America is a serious social change. ‘Nationalists 
of Latin America; the those who have done much “on issue, but controlling it is in Honduras want more children 
sanctuary movement; United pehalf of: suffering brothers. hardly the panacea the World-. to populate their territory, 
States laws; | development and sisters arriving from the Herald asserts, and it is lest their more populous 


efforts, land reform, politic- south. They have sought to illusory. and simplistic to neighbors in Fl Salvador - come 
al instability, poverty and = show compassion in the face.of think that a change in the to work the land (the cause of 


_ violence in Latin America, to complex. human, social and Roman Catholic Church's their 1969 was with ‘that — 
“name some of them. political realities." | - of ficial teaching | on country). After .the fall. of 
The Pope, of course, waS - ‘The World-Herald. was not attificial birth control would Somoza in Nicaragua,: there was 
_ celebrating Mass for a North compassionate, however, nor have great. impact on Latin a baby boom, and as long as. 
_ American, largely Hispanic qidq it acknowledge ~ the America. the Sandinintas need soldiers. 
‘congregation, and he spoke complexity of many issues it In that. culture, the to fight our mercenaries, the. 


positively of. this country's raised. Instead, it suggested church's laws are seen a8 Contras, they will not curb 
"founding moral principles and John Paul's compassion would ideals to be venerat ced and population growth, Latin men 


human values."  Alluding to pe “more realistic" if he applauded, but not necessarily see fatherhood as procf of. 
our . Constitution's would exercise it south of our followed. While in Central their masculinity; and for 
‘bicentennial, . the Pope border and have his church America, I witnessed priests many women; raising a large 
applauded our record of there participate in -birth baptizing many infants, but family is the only way to 
accommodating diverse peoples control programs. none of their parents were "accoomplish something .in 
--and cultures because of our For the root of Latin even married according to life," as one put it. 
“shared vision of the dignity america's "poverty and church law. Are we to believe “We in "El Norte" need to 


of every human person, and 4 political violence," we were they are heediing a relatively uphold our “founding — moral 
; ; : a ae principles" by being  com- 

- passionate toward our 

= "suffering brothers and 


New. to WHAMO? Use this coupon to get on our permanent list Sisters" here and beyond our 


oneal ———> 3 ae 
* | - ' a -succumbing to what the Pope 
Se called “a very special and 


Put me on your list of WHANO supporters! 


- pitiable form of poverty: the 
| Name | : Clmorning W-H~ LiEve & Sunday poverty “of, selfishness, ~the 
, eES eae ee . i eddy . : 7 , ? a 
fy Adaress__ a ae tT read? ft poverty of those who have and 
ie ee ee _ will not share, of those who 
E| Peres Day __ Eve ‘. ES eal er _ (other {| could be rich by ‘giving but 
ees — ae : 
(Ch want to-receive the newsletter, andssince {EF -know the ‘Kiewit: Foundation didn't) “yee pio aC aoe by keeping 
x4 give you a grant this year, I'l] help out with a donation.%* — everything they have. - 
Ch can't manage a large donation, but I promise to brag about WHANO to all my. 
friends; please send me the newsletter. : ; ohh 
- Pp | i The above article was > 
j Desunt_ ‘me in for somé donated labor. written in response te oa 
: EJ want to monitor news about orld-fer.s} % : 
¥ Ch know how to use 1 eater Some SUNT ORT UEET TE CT TT TT the In World-Heral cditerial. 
ik :, matting iat. ; The “authoty reluctant to. 
ae oh am pretty good at layout and production. seé it get watered down in 
_ {fl like to draw cartoons. y the editing, decided not to 
ay - submit it te. Another Point: 
* Survival Outlook: a — of View. 


WHAMO needs to average $20/yr. from all its members who are employed 
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jon about birth 


‘ whamo member John McGlynn 


4g worried about some dirty 


. chickens. Conagra Poultry 
Co., in Hurlock, Md. a 
subsidiary cf our. own ConAgra, 
is a. major source. of these 
foul fowls, and he wishes the 


| World-Herald would: blow the 


‘whistle. 


John. “wrote to W-H. 


"publisher Herold W.. . Andersen, 


Se RE 


Me ee "21 souyiey Plants: 
with High Rate of :Deficien- 
ches are Identified,” 
- appeared in. the .Des Moines 
'. Register, August 9. ~The 
author -{s George —Anthan, 
Washington. Bureau Chief.. 


The Conagra plant, with - 


- @eficlencles in nine of ten 
_ categories, was highlighted 
-in:the article. Here are 
some ‘hey exerpts. 
washington: D.C. 
tventy“one poultry plants 
. Cited anonymously in a-USDA 


- audit last fall as having 


deficiencies at .a rate two 
and a half times greater 
_ than those in -red meat 
plants have been identified. 
The large plants 
demonstrating sanitary and 
other. deficiencies were 
identified by the depart- 
ment's Office of Inspector 
General (OIG) under a 
Freedom of Information 


Do you have your costume planned? 
It should--be appropriately tasteful and 
tompete in the Newsmaker 
a ventriloquist who was 


select few will get to 
Pageant. We-> heard of 
Brendan Sullivan.4e- 


Music by the Beat Bandits, and the entertainment 


‘ 
. 


a 


ie ‘ConAgra’ s. ‘Dirty Birds” 


septenber 7, on the subject. 
Hegre is part: ‘of the letter: 


Dear Mr. Andersen, 

+ Several veeks ago L vrote ‘i the = 
Public Pulse regarding the fact thet a: 
poultry processing plant ovned by Qeaha’s © 
ConAgra has ‘the. dubious distinction of - 


-befng one of the filthi- est in the nation... 


mee: to svorn reports frow the. 


& 


— ineplant inapectors of the vebA, 


Also. enclosed with the letter wee a 
copy of the article vith the gory details 
that had appeared in the Des Moines 
Register. {see "21 Plante,". this pagel 


Yesterday 60 Minutes” carried a replay of 


their previous . visit to a poultry 
processing plant, with the succeseful 


efforts of the Reagan Adainistration to. 


require these inspectors to. “tone: down" 
their critical ee plant 


From ‘the Des Moines Register 


Poultry Plant 


eer tiled by the. Des 
Moines Register. : 

: The OIG also listed 10 < 
general categories under - 


which meat and pouultry - 


plants were rated in its 
study last year of how well . 
‘the USDA's Food Safety and 
Inspection Service is doing 
its job of ensuring whole- 
some products. 

Last fall's OIG report 
involved independent 
inspections of 132 meat and 


- poultry plants to determine 


if they were complying withl . 
rules on such ~- things as 


sanitation, control of 
hazardous chemicals and 
control of products ~ 


condemned by in-plant 
inspectors. : 

The report issued by 
OIG last fall stated that 
“although only 16 percent of 
the plants we visited were 
large poultry slaughter 


going to bes®waforgetable. » Thin-skinned politicians, 


one, 


Doors of the hall open at 8:00. Music begins at 8:30. 
Songs and presentations happen at 9:30, 


“inspiring cofonation pageant. 


SATURDAY, 


OCTOBER 10 


Florence Hall 


- 8702 N. 300 
just across from Kelley's North Bowl 
Oey Neil's “for advance tickets call 
ener 


“eNO SACRED COWS 


just five bucks 


reverential. 
of the Year 
coming as 


look 
out--Mimi Loring is preparing a comedy review that spares no 


followed by~ the awe- 


Deficiencies 
plants, 41 percent of the 


. defictenctes identified 
during our. audit occurred in 


this type of establishment.” 


The Conagra plant was — 
listed by OIG as having had 


deficiencies in nine ‘of. the 
10 ~~—s categories listed: 
Maintenance of structural 
fixtures, maintenance - of 


equipment, ‘control of 
‘condensation, control of 
chemicals, control of 


condemned and _—— inedible 
products, maintenancee of 


drainage systems, product 
. contact with. walls, floors 


and other — surfaces, pest 
control and protection of 
Spices from contamination. 
The 10th. category is 
evidence of smoking, eating 
and drinking. in production 


~ areas. 


The 21 Targeplaats:.cited in the 
audit were identified by C15 as: 
Cargill, Inc.p Latifern~ ia, Mo; 


A 


are 


diners vould: net ae 
John: also. asked the paper 


to tell its readers the brand 

names used to. market its 
‘poultry, so they could - be 
forewarned. The letter has. 


not been answered. The’ Pulse . 


letter mentioned. in the first 
sentence was nevex printed:. 


* 


BRR BOA Se Re 


West Sentral Turkeys, Inc., | Pelican - 


_ Rapids, Minm.s° Rocca Fare Foods, Intey 


Edinburg, Va.; Holly Fares Poultry, 
Teaperancevilie, Ya. Spring Valley Foods, 
Ashland, Alaa; ‘Showel ! Farass, Inte, 
DeF uni ak Springs, Flas: 
Also, Harrison Poultry, Bethlehee, 


_ Ga.j Conagra Poultry €o., Hurlock, Md. 


Gold Kist, “fac. +» Ellijay, . Ga.;. ‘NafJac, 
Inc., Gainesville, Ga McCarty 
Processors, Inc., Forest, Miss.; Poultry 
Packers, Inc. (identified in FSIS records 
as Choctow Fares), Forest Miss.; RER 
Processors, ints, Carthaage, 


Miss,; Marshall Durbin =. Poultry 


Co. Hattiesburg, Miss... 


Also Perdue Fares, inc., Lewiston, 
N.f.; House of Raeford Fares Inca Raeford 
Faras Inc., Raeford, Nsl.j George's 
Processing, Inc., Springdale, Ache; Pluss” 
Tex Poultry Os, (identified iin FSIS 


records as Pilgriia’s Pride), Lufkin, 


Texas; Pil- grie’s Pride East, Mt. 
Pleasant, Texas, and Tastybird Foods 
(identified in USDA records as Tyson Food, 
Inc.), Carthage, Texas. 


FGM 

If the World-Herald gave 
Marty Strange his say every 
time it attacked him, he'd 
need a regular column. 

Strange, co-director of 
the Center for Rural Affairs, 
has been a thoughtful critic 
of tax incentives for big 
businesses as a solution to 
Nebraska's problems. Our 
favorite local daily socked it 
to him in their August 23 
editorial, and on the same 
page, gave the first space in 
the Public Pulse toa writer 
who criticized his "negativ- 
Ltys" 

Marty quickly put an 
insightful rebuttal together 
and submitted it to Another 
Point of View, with an extra 
copy to Whamo. We decided not 
to print it in our September 
issue, only because it was 
offered to the World-Herald 
first, and there was no doubt 
in our minds that they would 
do the professional and honor- 
able thing and print it. 

Well, we gave them too 
much credit. Strange tells us 
that the World-Herald will not 
publish the article because it 
went beyond the scope of their 
original editorial. He 
offered to remove paragraphs 
about revenue iitfpact--in our 
opinion the best part of the 
piece-- since that subject had 
not been addressed, but still 
no go. 

Strange's position is 
that LB 775, the Nebraska 
Employment and Investment 
Growth Act, hasn't done as 
much. as it's been cracked up 
to do and has done almost 
nothing for rural areas. 


To review: LB 775, 
passed last spring in the 
legislature, rewards 
businesses that create new 
employment if it is coupled 
with new investment that 
exceeds a certain threshhold. 
It is this threshhold that 
favors medium and large 
corporations over small entre- 
preneurships. 

So far, 56 companies have 


applied for tax credits under 
the new law. They have 
pledged 7,341 jobs and 
investments of $783 million 


over the next seven years. 


Virtually all of these 
companies were Nebraska based 
all or in part. Only Peoples’ 
Natural Gas actually moved 
here from Council Bluffs; no 
new jobs, but Nebraska got 240 
jobs lost by our neighbors. 

The World-Herald has 
umpteen headlines linking 
jobs with the incentives. 
Early reporting on the subject 
at least asked the question of 
company spokesmen whether they 
would have expanded without 
the incentives, and sometimes 
were told that they would 
have! As for those who gave 
LB 775 credit for their 
decision, skeptics like us 
continued to wonder 
these folks might 
reluctant to bite 
that fed them. 

Recent stories, 

stopped asking the 
question, and the casual 
reader is never prompted to 
question the {dea that none of 
this growth would have 
occurred in the absence of LB 
775 


had 


just be 
the hand 


however, 
have 


ever 
smal] 


No stories have 
addressed the idea that 
businesses might provide more 
jobs or jobs of a_ higher 
quality. According to Dr 
Calvin Kent of Baylor 
University, who heads up a 
special project on _ private 
enterprise, two out.of three 
jobs in the last twenty years 
have been provided by small 
entrepreneurs. 


No comparisons have been 
made to growoth in similar 
states which do not have tax 
incentives. No estimates have 
been offered as to the real 
costs to the taxpayers. 

So Marty Strange's point 
of view was and is badly 
needed. We offer you some of 
his article below, and hope 
that more discussion on this 


subject is stimulated. 


LESS THAN MEETS THE EYE IN LB 
TIS 


by Marty Strange 

Nebraska's new tax 
incentives for business (LB 
778) have produced less than 
meets the eye in jobs - and 
investments. They have mainly 
rewarded local coompanies in 
uban areas the 


and along 


new . 


whether . 


Building Nebraska's 


interstate for what they would 
have done anyway, and 
attracted low-skill, Low-pay 
jobs to rural areas of the 
state. Eventually, we will 
pay for these doubtful 
benefits with a tax increase, 


The few clear victories 
for LB 775 have all been in 
Omaha and Lincoln. In fact, 


only five of the 27 companies 
{that had been asked whether 
775 influenced their dicision] 
plan investments outside of 
the Omaha-Lincoln-Interstate 
belt, and three of them are in 
one community--Norfolk. Four 
of those five companies told 
reporters that tax incentives 
had nothing to do with either 
their decision to expand or 
their location. The fifth 
says it definitely would have 
expanded, but maybe elsewhere. 

Since these facts were 
gathered by reporters about 
the first 27 applicants, 
another 10 {now 29] companies 
have applied for tax breaks. 


So far, these companies have 
not said whether LB 775 
affected their decisions. For 
the most part, they represent 
smaller investments and fewer 
jobs than the first 27. 
Except for projects in 
Beatrice and Madison, these 
projects continue the — 


urban-interstate pattern. 
There is, however, a big 
rural project in the works 
planning to apply for the tax 
breaks. The P.J.Taggares 
Company and Quaker Oats plan 
to locate a french fry 
operation in north central 
Nebraska. This factory will 


employ from 200 to 400 people. 


Though the companies 
won't disclose the wages they 
plan to pay, the prevailing 
rate for most jobs--trimmers, 
packers, sorters, and 
inspectors--at a similar 
Taggares french fry plant at 


Othello, Washington, is under 
$5.00 per hour. A family of 
four living on that income 
would be below the poverty 
level. ; 


Almost any job is a_ good 
job if you are unemployed, but 
at $5.00 per hour, only 
desperate workers are likely 
to apply. Though some of 
these jobs will be taken by 
local people, the area will 


‘have to absorb many new 
people. Most of them will be 
poor.. They will need and 


deserve good public services. 
Can Rock County provide 


schools, water and sewer 
services, police protection, 
and other public services for 
a labor force of 400 earning 
that kind of money? Maybe. 
But doing so without the 
“benefit of the taxes on the 


factory's equipment--exempt 
under 775--will be most 
difficult. . 


| 


8/30/87 
Reprinted from the Des 
Register by permission 


Moines 


Iowa has started down a 
wrong = road in economic 
development--a road leading to 
an empty, bottomless pit. 

The misstep was in 
starting to give public money 
to businesses to coax them to 
locate or expand in Iowa, or 
in some cases to keep buali- 
nesses from moving away. , 

In desperation to rebuild 
a shattered economy, the 
Legislature among other things 
allocated revenues for that 
purpose when the lottery was 
established in 1985. Local 
governments have jolned ino 
with grants and = forgiveable 
loans. 

Towa was only trying to 
match what other states were 
doing, but the decision was 
made withlout thinking through 
the implications. 


Something is basically 
wrong with making a gift of 
public money to private 
entities, especially in the 
thinly- veiled context of a 
bribe or extortion--the 
company that says it will 
leave town unless the 
community comes up with sonie 
cash. 


There are other problems. 


Economy 


Who Benefits? 


are approved, 


Who 


Don't pity Rock County, 
though. The tax costs to the 
rest of us will be real as 
well. If their applications 
these 37 [now 
56] companies will get tax 
breaks worth at least $72.6 
million--$47.4 million from a 
10% tax credit on investments 
of $474 million, and $25.2 
mission for a payroll = tax 
credit over seven years 
(assuming the average wage is 
$8.00 per hour for 4,334 
jobs--if the average wage is 


Pays? 
higher, the revenue loss is 
greater). This does not 


include the sales and property 
tax breaks *:the companies 
get under LB 775. 

ConAgra alone will be 
privileged to hold back a 
total of from $9.3 to $10.3 
million from the state, and 
another $700,000-$800,000 per 
year from local government. 

The workers will pay 
taxes, of course, but assuming 
their average wage is $8.00 
per hour, 4,334 workers would 


can 


" appear 


pay about $1 million per year 
in taxes to the state. And, 
as evidenced above, most of 


them would have been employed 
and paying taxes in Nebraska 
anyway, without LB 775. 

This loss of revenue will 
slowly in the state 
treasury, and when the 
Legislature is forced to raise 
taxes to make up for the 
losses, we will begin to pay 


the costs of LB 775's lavish 
tax giveaways. 
At least the ConAgra 


- “indirect 


research facility, with its 


average salary off $35,000 
will stay in Omaha and a_ few 
other corporate offices will 


either move or stay there with 
fanfare. But for most of us. 
in rural Nebraska, the message 
seems clear: Move to Bassett 
for $5.00 per hour or stay 
where you are and bask in the 
benefits" of 
From 
like a 
Marie 
"Let them 


metropolitan growth. 
here, it sounds 


twentieth century 
Antoinette saying, 


eat french fries." 


The Des Moines Register's View of Development 
Wrong Development Road 


Iowa's pockets deep enough to 


Isn't it unfair to give public 
money to a new business in 
town but not to the old ‘ones 
who've been good citizens all 
along? Is it fair to give 
money to one company but not a 


competitor in the same 
industry? Won't a _ business 
that can be bribed into town 


just as quickly depart if it 


gets a better offer? Where is 
the gain if jobs are not 
created but just moved from 
one location to another? Are 


/ WWMM... LETS SEE- UCL TAKE 
A DOVBLE PORTION OF T 
F YOUR FINEST.....eT¢.,eTC.. 


YA AITtle OF THIS..cA LITTLE OF STHAT... 
= : ' THOSE...A 
SIDE ORDER. OF THIS....A BOTTLE 


RESERVED 
For. NEW 
BUSINESSES} ; 


stand it if many more busi- 
nesses start demanding cash? 
If not, how fs it decided 
which ones are paid and which 
are not? 

It also should be 
apparent by now that it will 
be difficult to sustain public 
Support for a program of 
grants to corporations. The 
idea of a small, cash-poor 
state using what little extra 
money it has as offerings to 
profitable multinational 


— Allan K. Jensen, Audubon. 


corporations is hard for 
people to stomach. 

There is one very strong 
argument to be made for having 
a program of grants to 
industry: 
and Iowa must “compete. We 
wonder, though, if Iowa 
wouldn't be better: off to skip 
that particular 
competition. 

Maybe it would be a 
better use of the public's 
money to invest*.in the kinds 
of things that permanently 
improve the state, things that 
benefit all citizenss and all 
businesses, not just a few. 


Gov. Terry Branstad's 
office says that the program 
of grants to corporations is 


due for a review, perhaps with 
an eye toward targetiilng them 


to start-up businessés only. 
The program is due for a 
review, both by the gonernor 


and the Legislature. 

To put things in per- 
spective, grants to ‘corpora- 
tions are only a small part of 
Iowa's economic development 
efforts. But they symbolize a 
larger attitude that needs to 
be remodeled. 

That's the idea that 
economic development . is 
somehow to be achieved by 
luring outside businesses into 
Iowa. Wrong. The greatest 


many: 


Other..states do it, © 


kind of’ 


hope of economic development 
lies in creating the kind of 
state in which economic 
activity springs up from 
within. 
Perhaps there needs to be 
chasing-after of 
But the primary 
focus of Iowa development 
should be simply in making 
this a better state. 
Prof. Robert Waller 
eloquently made that case in 
essays recently published on 


some 
industry. 


these pages {DMR} pages. 
Judging from the mail, he 
touched many Iowans with the 
thought that this state's 


future lies in getting back in 
touch with the natural beauty 
of Iowa, with] clean water and 
environmentally sound farming 
and imaginative small 
businesses and wonderful 
schools and lively cultural 
activities and thousands of 
other small things. r 

‘A place to begin might. be 
with a different symbol, a 
different use of  lottery- 


revenues. They might be 
dedicated solely to the 
environment and recreation--to 
parks, streams, lakes, biking 
and hiking trails, woodlands, 
prairies--to make Iowa a 
better place in which to live, 
a place in closer harmony 
with its natural beauty. 


~ Reagan. revolution? 


. officials that 
systematically 


- almost 


-. Center for Budget and 


Are fewer people poor now 


that we are six years into the 
' . Recent 
‘World-Herald stories would 
‘make you think it. | 
a ..For instance, on July 31 
"we read that "Poverty Rate in 


U.S. Drops, Bureau Says." And 
- women, take  heart.. The 
|. Headline. of September. 4 
announces "Pay Gap Narrows. 


' Between Sexes." ° 


But the news may not be. 


as good as it seems, says an . 
‘article in Extra!, the 
newsletter’ of Fairness & 
. Accuracy in Reporting. 
Newspapers failed ‘to 


mention complaints by public 

- interest groups and state 
the.. Census 
Bureau 
undercounts poor 
. Fifty-two Tawsuits were. filed 
charging the Bureau with 
inaccuracies in its 1980 count 
and half the cases are still 
. pending. A district court 
concluded that the 1980 census 
had =—s—i(siéomi tle about 
three-quarters of a million 
poor people in 


. people. 


- alone. 


In Congressional 
testimony last fall, David R. 
Jones, General Director of the 
Community Service Society of 


New York, charged that the 
Bureau's data-gathering 
methods were shoddy: 
English-language. forms were 


sent. to Hispanic households, 
census takers .-. 
‘refused to enter high-crime 
neighborhoods, and there was 
little effort to survey the 
growing number of undocumented 
immigrants and homeless 
people. 

Jones urged "a 
statistical adjustment of the 
Census" to correct the gross 
undercounting of the poor. 
"Such an adjustment would 
certainly show an 
increase--rather than.a minor 
drop--in the 1986 
rate. ay tue 
: Due to. 

administration pressure, 
Census Bureau how uses 
another poverty 
yardstick--adding. the market 
value of non-cash benefits 
(such as food stamps and 
Medicaid) when tabulating the 
_ income of poor people. 
Isaac Shapiro of the 


Reagan 
the 


Priorities in Washington, told 
Extra! that poverty statistics 
are based = on before-tax 


o~ 


That ! 


Hew srOrs City 


frequently 


poverty 


Policy 


Drawings by Tom Bloom 


income, when after-tax “income 
would be more appropriate. 
Furthermore, according to 
Shapiro, poverty rates are 
based upon a 1965 calculation 
that poor people spend about 
1/3 of their income on food; 


hence . poverty levels are 
determined by multiplying food 
costs by three. Today, 


however, the poor spend closer 


' to 25% of their income on food 


the rise in other 
necessary expenses~-which 
means that food costs should 
be multiplied by four to 
ascertain the poverty level. 


This adjustment would greatly 


due to 


increase the number of 
Americans counted as 
poverty-stricken. ; 

; Another story, about 
findings of a research group 
which citéd an increase in the 
number of families with 
children now in poverty, was 
carried on the wire services 
September 3. It never made it 
to the pages -—_— of the 


World-Herald. 
According to the rescarch 


group, the number of poor 
families with children has 
grown by 35. percent = since 
1979, with a third of the 


‘letter to 


wed oes PN aN 


increase due to aidrop in the 
effectiveness of danti- -poverty 
proograms, 

The nonprofit Center on 
Budget and Policy Priorities 
said an analysi§: of recent 
census data shows, government 


benefit programs jnow lift a 


smaller proportiogj.of families 
with children out. of poverty 
than oS did. in. 1979. 


Seren et eee ert ot 


ne 


"Dropping": Poverty Rate 


The center said there were 4.1 

million poor families with 
children in 1979 compared with 
5.5. million. now. : 
assistance programs were still | 
putling the same proportion of 
families: above the . poverty 
line, the group said, 479,000 
fewer families would. have been 

poor last reat . 


Keillor Bids” St. Paul ‘Adieu 


In St. Paul eeadeen’ get 
to write and read poisonous 
letters to the eéditor. In 
some places it is) raised to 
the level of an art, but don't 
hold your breath waiting for 
that to happen here in Omaha. 

The following is from a’ 


the editor, by 
Garrison Keillor, in the June 
21 St. Paul Pioneer Press 
Dispatch. Keillor. has been 
critical of the paper for 
publishing details of his 


personal life. 
responding to a conciliatory 
editorial published by the 
Dispatch on the occasion of A 
Prairie. Home Companion's final 
broadcast in June.: 


Your’ June 13 editorial, 


containing the sentence, "The 
rocks he chucked at’ this, his 
hometown newSpaper, smarted, 


but life is not idyllic in St. 
Paul, or Lake Wobegon either," 
is so devoutly dumb, I wish I 
had. found bigger. rocks to 
chuck and maybe gotten your 
full attention. 

The St. Paul Gas & Minor 


"Bitching about the press 
scoundrel." 


with. your dismal 
“man's claim to the 


Here, he is- 


: eae 


Distieecaa 8 paper : 
can't tell turquoise from a 
turkey sandwich. . My gripe 


with you has nothing to. do 
with idylis, everything to do 
view that a 
right to 


live a decent private life 
here is frivolous. Tie 
~ You were wrong. Privacy 


isn't a. favor that someone 
grants you, it is a sweet. 
necessity of 
violated only if a: 
public need demands it. 
violated mine to satisfy» your 
personal whim. 


It is . awfully 
hypocritical of you to write 
so much. blather. about A 


Prairie Home Companion and its 
contributioons and the end of 


an era and 30 forth, like 
sending -a wreath to your 
victim's funeral 

Ttm glad ta bid you 
yood-bye. People who depend 
on you. for their news have 


chosen to live a smaller life. 
Garrison Keillor 
Copenhagen 


is the last refuge of the guilty 


--James Reston 
in a column 9/6/87 


W-H 


If cash — 


life, to be - 


--Frank(1y) Speaki! 


Tis article containg sondthing new’ 
~ Qmahals 


for WHamo, comaentary — about 
‘broadcast media, Let us know if you Like 


by Frank eae 

‘SCHATS 
mo 8 Trobggksseane bb oO KMTVS, 
‘media consultants. have © beeh 
busy: | Sports “reporter - Aun 
Schatz has 
victim of the 
who found her 
Mbutch".. Somehow, 
frills, lace and necklaces 
ring a false note on Schatz 
(who may be Owaha's best, and 
anos t interesting, 
sportscaster, -and © “looked" 
guest the way she was). 


{mage~ shapers 
f 

"look" too 
though, 


KMTV PROMO > , 
Apparently KMTV was 


impressed by KETV's recent 
“Feel Good About That" 
selt-promotion campaign {in 
which principal anchor peeple 
were inserted  - into Norman 
Rockwel lesque. slice-of- 
idyllic-life - vig- 


a nettes}... Impressed enough to 


want, their own--but, it seems, 

not enough to have theirs 

done professionally. ‘The have 

that, - unmistakable "local 
commercial" look. 

~ The image-shapers must've 

gotten to news anchor Loretta 


Carol, too; her new hair-dos 
fly off in more direction than 


a spooked 9 flock of | drunk 
“ducks. 
FORECASTERS 
In. the never-ending 


ballyhoo over who has the best 
weather coverage, one of the 
local sations now boasts of 
nine, count ‘em, nine, 
meteorologists, a veritable 
plethora of forecasters, as if 
a Chinese Army of 
meteorologicts weren't like 
having nine spoons and one 
bowl of (hot-n-seur?) soup. 


‘FOOTBALL TIME 

Well, Football Season's 
here again; like robins in the 
Spring, 30 (Big Red) color 
pictures on the front page of 
the World-Herald. Pity the 
poot folk in other, Teng 
enlightened cities, forced Lo 
hunt through their newspapers 
‘for the Cparts section for 
news of the Big Game. 


W-H CARTOONS 


The World+Herald | 


editoriai staff deserves a tip 


‘score: 


Chronicle, 


apparently been a. 


Teddy, bad 


‘champion of { the 


the "I've gotta 


: pee . 
i ee en a sit 


of the neiaet on another 


obscure poljtical cartoonists 


of limited+ imagination, «who 
‘toil for® such 


publicationg§ as the Augusta 
‘Arizona Republic, 
Albuquerque? ee laear: 


Podutikton~ehe-Guowigee = BATTY 
Bleats -You! fve got -ta- nad it 
to them; ‘ “when the W-H* picks ‘an 
issue to charicature, they . go 
full bore--jn more than = one 
sense-~although lately, | you 
could say 


Metzenbaur; - persecuted, 
long-suffering, gallant Bork, 
_, downtrodden, 
huddled masses of the Business 
Roundlable, Chambers -— of 
Commerce, Farbes 400. 


So much for handing ont. 

the Cold Pricklies; our | Warm 
uzzy for this issue goes to 
est colorful critic “Otis 
Twelve," Otis! . imaginative 
"In-context" reviews ("Full 
Metal Jacket," "Ernest Goes to 
Camp," etc.) area breath of 
fresh air time. And, while 
still not exactly in New York 
critic John Sjmon's league as 
a savager of the Arts (in 
truth, Twelve has a bit less 
to work on here than does 
Simon), at least he's 
light-years ahead of most of 


the “I enjoyed the buck very 
recommend it to’ 


much and 
everyone" drivel that passes 
for critique: locally. In 
time, Twelve may even give up 
live in this 
town" dodge -indicating a 
certain personal aversion to 
the movie in question, but 
leaving the impression some 
people conld enjoy it~ without 
having to consider themselves 
hopelessly | brain-dead. 
Whatever: do youself a favor, 
and catch  Otis' handiwork 
whenever you can. : 


providing a venue «= for — 


stellar . 


Florida. 
“7 ¢T29 eF vay aes be “4 o Sao, 


full Bork (i.e.,: bad © 
Biden, bad ~ 


bof ‘pigs a 
would win hands | 
And not just - 


(9/2)! 


The Sy photo. ont 9/4 was too tempting. 
put a caption on-it and 
‘| the ee Ed Rath doesn't mind. 


Tf there were an award for the. highest number’ of pictures} 
we are sure the 

There were pigs all. over 
settings, but 
pigs. There was one: photo of a pig on top of a car in Zurich} 


newspaper 
down. 
in. ‘local.’ 


Hurry! 


“printed, 


or rural 


rendered it into a cartoon. 


I hear the winner 
“gets a tax break and top. 
billing in a Con~+Agra 
microwave breakfast! j|.+ 


World-Herald} 
the place, 
international 


A whamo member | 
We. hope 


Whamo would not 


the grees 
esides 


chatine go- to:.-: 


OUR MEMBERS ARE THE GREATEST 


have -been pes sibie this month without. 
some terrific volunteer support including artwork, 


-» planning 


driving, and of course, news monitoring. 


those whose 


! 


Mimi Loring 
Annie Peters 
John Kretsehmar 
Jim Capdevielle 
Peg Gallagher 
Jerry Pearson 


names appear on these pages,. special we 


_ Frank Duntze 


Shuli Rayberg 
Francis Belote 
Jackie Eihausen 
John McGlynn 
Mark Nelson 


On Being a Media Activist 


One Quick Call Was Not Enough 


The author, an associate professor of 
journalisea at UNO has written nuaerous 


articles about Nicaragua for the 
publication La Voz. He visited Nicaragua 
last July. 


by Bruce Johansen 
We Central America 


activists thought our worst 
fears of the World-Herald 
trying to sanitize the 
reputation of the Nicraguan 


*“contras" had come true last 
week. : 
Bob Pearman, the paper's 


~ managing - editor, after 
spending an hour with one of 
them, froning. out 
misunderstandings, said he 
wished the activists could 
trust the paper more. Whamo 


just hopes that both sides can 
keep talking to each other. 


On Wednesday, September 
Witness for Peace and 
Peace held a 
conference with 


23, 
Nebraskans for 
joint press 
two aims: : 

1) to announce collection of 
22,000 pencils for shipment to 
Nicaragua; 

2) To release a_ national 
report detalling atrocities by 
the "Contras." 

"We consistently linked 


the two ideas at the press 
conference," said Michael 
- Carter, co-director of 


Nebraskans for Peace. "Nothing 


was said about pencils without 
following up with a_ reference 
to Contra abuse." 

No one would claim that 
in-depth reporting in 
World-Herald detailing 
"Contra" atrocities is a 
common feature. You may have 
seen a smidgen of one this 
time (if you read page 6 of 
the Sunrise edition between a 
couple large panels of 
advertising), two days after 
the press conference, and only 


after local peace people put 
on the heat where they were 
most unwelcome. 

So, to no one's real 
surprise, the paper in 
response to the press 
conference, ignored the 


atrocity report and ran only a 
cute feature and a photo of a 


mountain of pencils on the 
front page of the “Midlands" | 
section in evening editions 


Sept. 23. The story did not 
make the cut to the next day's 
morning edition. 

Marylyn Felion, a Witness 
For Peace representative, who 
had just returned from 
Nicaragua and. had a hand in 
compiling the national report, 
called the newsroom the same 
day to ask what had become of 


the heavy end of the story. By- 


her account, City Editor Larry 
King treated her as an 
ingrate. 

"I can't believe this: we 


the 


received coverage 


give your project this much 
space, this much coverage, and 
you're complaining," Felion 
quoted King as telling her. 
King went on, by Felion's 
account, to tell her that the 
local staff was charged with 
covering local events. Only if 
a national story, such as the 
report on "Contra" atrocities, 


came over the wire, would they 


consider it for the wire 
pages. ‘ 
Felion remembered many 

inches spilled 
following Indian activist 
Russell Means, (who had 
criticized the  Sandinistas' 
treatment of its indigenous 
people) around Nicaragua, and 
numerous stories following the 
Nebraska Guard around 
Honduras. The separation 
between “natjonal" and "local" 
news didn't apply when the 
paper lavished coverage on 
Means -- nor does it seem to 
apply when local folks have a 
hand in making life tough for 
the Ruskies in Afghanistan. 

In its March, 1986 issue, 


column 


WHAMO asked why the Herald had’ 
_ covered Means 


so lavishly. 
Felion had talked with Joanne 
Stewart, city government 
editor at the time, who told 
her: "{David] Beeder 
interviewed Means. because he's 
a newsworthy source who just 
returned from Nicaragua, and 
for that kind of article. you 
don't need another source." 


Means, of course, wasn't even 


from Omaha. 


"I suppose you consider 
yourself more of an expert 
than the reporters who are 


down there," King told Felion. 
"The reporters down there 
don't live out in the war zone 
as Witness for Peace people 
do," Felion told King. 
Thursday, Felion. called 
national Witness for Peace and 
found that the report had gone 
out over the. wires, and 


in The New 
York Times, Los Angeles Times, 
National Public Radio, and 
other outlets. She called Carl 
Keith, night managing editor, 
who told her wire reports had 
come in. 

Friday, in their Sunrise 
edition’ (18% of total W-H 
circulation) the Herald 
printed an Associated Press 
dispatch datelined Managua, 
describing parts of the 
report--about | four inches 


‘countered with a 


ae 


under a 12-point headline (as 
small..as they come) but, as we. 
say in Spanish, "mejor que 


‘ nada!-- better than nothing. 


By Sunday, our daily 
appeared to have restored its 
sense of © ideologiocal 
equilibrium, running (on the 
front page) a story about the 
"Contras" shooting down two 
Sandinista helicopters -- just 
good, clean, wartime fun. The 
paper is also editorially 
counselling us not to abandon 
the "Contras" just because 
Nicaragua is complying with 
the conditions of the Central 
American Peace Plan, such as 
reopening both La Prensa and 


the country's Catholic radio 
station. 

By Monday afternoon it. 
was time to talk. Pearman, 
King, and Felion spent an 
hour. together. Pearman 
regretted that the wire story 


on the abuses had not made it 
to°the Friday evening paper. 
He expressed an 
reading the Witness for 


report and ordered a copy. He | 
invited Felion to call. back |, 
after he had had a chance to 


find out what had happened to 


Wednesday's original wire 
service story. 
He explained the fine 


line between stories based on 


talking to eyewitnesses, and 
third generation stories, 
which, they felt, represented 
most of -what  Felion was 
telling; hence they couldn't 
_justify interviewing her for 
the "local angle." Felion 


first hand 


story, of nearly dying in a 
Managua hospital where the 
privations of the war and U.S. 
embargoes caused - “such 
shortages aS no glasses, ne 
blankets, no toilet paper. 


They offered to-cover her next 
talk on the subject. a, 
So what can we learn from 
this convoluted process? For 
starters; we sure wish there 
was an easier way. Venting 
our frustration with clever 
remarks on these pages would 
be an easier way. But that 
would not solve problems. So 
we will always welcome the 
chance to talk. 
‘If you have a lot of 
bones to pick. with the 
World-Herald you could get 


weary. Or you could be 
hopeful. We choose to be 


hopeful. 


interest in : 
Peace ‘ 
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